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And these are from the Caribbean. And those
are from Africa. And well, those folks are from
Scandinavia. I mean, you get the picture.

And really, if you look at the Olympics, I
think one reason we like it is we think that
we ought to live that way all the time. Every-
body agrees to the rules. Most people don’t
win medals, but even the ones that don’t win
are better off, because they try in an honorable
way and they do their very best. Nobody dis-
qualifies you because of what your religious faith
is or what your race or your ethnic group is.
You can’t get ahead—you can’t break in your
opponent’s room the night before and break his
legs and get a medal for it. [Laughter] Nobody
admires you if you stand up behind a micro-
phone and tell everybody how terrible the per-
son you’re racing against is. We sort of like
the way the Olympics work. We think the world
ought to work that way.

And so that’s the last thing I leave you with.
We have to stand—when you see these church
burnings or these synagogues being defaced or
these Islamic centers being burned, you have
to stand against that.

Remember how much of your time as Presi-
dent—because all my time belongs to you—
you think about how much time, your time,
I’ve had to spend dealing with places where
people insisted on killing each other because

of their religious, their racial, their ethnic, or
their tribal differences. You just think about it:
Rwanda, Burundi, the Middle East, Haiti, you
name it. Any of these countries. We’re trying
to hold elections in Bosnia where they lived
in peace for decades, where there is biologically
no difference between the Muslims, the Croats,
and the Serbs. They belonged to different reli-
gious groups because of historical developments,
and they started killing each other in the flash
of an eye, and did it with abandon for 4 years.

And so when we see the slightest evidence
of that in this country we have to say, no, no,
no, no, no. America is a place where, if you
believe in the Constitution and the Bill of Rights
and the Declaration of Independence, and
you’re willing to show up tomorrow, you’re our
kind of person and we’re going to walk across
that bridge to the 21st century with you, too.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. at the
Sun Dial Recreation Center. In his remarks, he
referred to Rose Mofford, former Arizona Gov-
ernor; Dennis Jensen, chair, Sun City Democrats;
Paul Johnson, former Phoenix mayor; Vice Mayor
Michael J. Crawford of Tucson; former Rep-
resentative Morris K. Udall; former Senator Barry
M. Goldwater; and President Saddam Hussein of
Iraq.

Remarks in Fresno, California
September 12, 1996

Thank you. Wow! Thank you so much. Thank
you for being here. Thank you for your wonder-
ful signs. Thank you for making me feel so wel-
come. Thank you, Dot Powell. Thank you, Cal
Dooley, for being a great Congressman and a
truly extraordinary human being. You’re very
lucky to be represented by Cal Dooley in the
United States Congress. Thank you, Debbie
Manning, for devoting your life to teaching.
Thank you, Shianne Lenhof, for being such a
good representative of the young people of
today and the future of America. You both made
me very proud, and I can’t wait to tell Hillary
that you did say, ‘‘It takes a village.’’ Thank
you.

I know there are a lot of schools here today
and a lot of students represented, not only here
from Dailey but also from Fresno High, from
Waona, Tenaya Middle School, Powers-Gins-
burg, Edison Computech, Edison High, Muir,
and Holland. Thank you all for being here. I
want to thank the people who provided our
music: the McLean High School Highlanders,
the Hoover High School Marching Band, the
Roosevelt High School Mariachi, the McLean
High School Marching Band, the Raisin Babies
Jazz Band. Thank you all very much. Thank
you.

I am delighted to be back in the Valley. I
did not know until Cal Dooley told me on my
way over here this morning—Cal and I were
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in the car, and he said, ‘‘Do you realize that
no President has ever come to the Valley twice
in one term?’’ And I said, ‘‘I have a hard time
believing that. What were they thinking about?
I’ve had a good time here, and I’m glad to
be here.’’

Your Valley contributes so much to America,
especially in the power of its agricultural pro-
duction, and it’s been a great honor to me to
work to open markets for the products produced
here all around the world. And I’m proud that
American exports and American farm exports
are now at an all-time high, thanks to the efforts
of the farmers right here in this fine Valley.

I understand we are also joined here today
by some members of our Olympic champion
softball team, all from Fresno State: assistant
coach Margie Wright, Julie Smith, Laura Berg,
Shelly Stokes, Kim Maher, Martha Noffsinger-
O’Kelley. They’re all here. Thank you very much
for being here.

Ladies and gentlemen and boys and girls, I
want to talk to you today about what you’re
doing here and what we have to do as a nation
to give our children the best education in the
world. Just this month, as you can see from
the extra buildings around here, the largest
group of children in the history of America
began school, the largest group of children ever,
the first class of American children to be bigger
than the biggest of the so-called baby-boom
classes.

The education that you receive today will de-
termine the kind of country we live in and the
kind of people we are tomorrow. We must say
to ourselves, to our children, and for our future,
we will expect and receive the highest standards
from our students, our teachers, our schools,
and all of us who have a responsibility to lift
them up and support them.

You know, our country has had an interesting
4 years. I have pursued a straightforward strat-
egy, that I believe in very much, to help all
of you go into the 21st century with every per-
son, every person that was talked about in the
introduction, without regard to their race, their
religion, their ethnic group, their background,
where they start in life, every person having
a chance to live out their dreams and live up
to their God-given potential. The strategy is:
opportunity for everyone, responsibility from ev-
eryone, and an American community where ev-
eryone—everyone—has a place, plays a role, and
we all grow stronger together. And I believe

that is the key to realizing our dreams in the
21st century.

If you look at where we are today, compared
to where we were 4 years ago, this strategy
is showing some results. We have the lowest
unemployment rates in 71⁄2 years; we have 101⁄2
million new jobs; we have almost 41⁄2 million
new homeowners. We have a record number
of new small businesses starting in our country
in every year, record exports, the deficit has
been cut in all 4 years for the first time since
before the Civil War. We are moving in the
right direction.

There are 1.8 million fewer people on wel-
fare; child support collections are up 40 percent.
In October, 10 million hard-working Americans
will get an increase in their minimum wage,
and all small-business people will get tax cuts
when they invest more in their businesses or
when they buy health insurance. And it will
be easier for them to take out retirement plans
for themselves and their employees and for peo-
ple to keep their retirement when they move
from job to job.

Twelve million Americans have taken advan-
tage of the family leave law, when a baby was
born or a parent was sick, to keep their job,
not lose it, and take care of their families. This
country is moving in the right direction.

The Kennedy-Kassebaum health care reform
bill made 25 million Americans eligible to get
or keep their health insurance by saying you
cannot be denied health insurance because
somebody in your family has been sick or be-
cause you have to change jobs. That is a major
step forward to strengthen the security of Amer-
ica’s families.

And as we go forward, particularly in this
election season, I ask you to remember that
what works in our political system is not asking,
who is to blame? What works is asking, what
are we going to do together to make things
better? And let’s ask those questions and make
this a season of ideas, not insults. We can lift
the American people up. We can learn things
from each other, and we can move this country
forward.

Yes, we should build a bridge to the 21st
century big enough and strong enough for every
single one of the children in California and the
children in the United States to walk across,
and I want you, each and every one of you,
to help to build that bridge. Will you do that?
[Applause]
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We should build a bridge with a growing
economy, with a balanced budget that keeps
interest rates down but does not harm Medicare
and Medicaid, our commitment to education,
to research, to preserving our environment. We
should build a bridge where all Americans take
responsibility.

The crime rate has gone down for 4 years
now. We’ve got to keep it going down for 4
more years, and I want you to help me do
that. Let’s support our police on the street. Let’s
support the D.A.R.E. officers in the schools,
preaching safe and drug-free schools. I ap-
pointed a four-star general, General Barry
McCaffrey, to lead our fight against drugs. His
last post in the military required him to do
everything he could to stop drugs from coming
into our country as the commander of all of
our forces south of our border. Today he’s in
Los Angeles, carrying on that fight. But that’s
everyone’s fight, and everyone has to take re-
sponsibility for waging it.

We should build a bridge to the 21st century
where people can succeed at home and at work.
We dare not ask our people to sacrifice their
responsibilities as parents to succeed in the
workplace, and we cannot expect people to have
to fail in the workplace just to be good parents.
We have to find a way to do both, and we
have to build that bridge to the 21st century.

We have to build a bridge to the 21st century
with a clean environment. Two-thirds—two-
thirds—of our toxic waste sites can be cleaned
up in the next 4 years, all of the worst ones.
Let me tell you why that’s important. We
cleaned up more toxic waste dumps in 3 years
than were cleaned up in the 12 years before
I became President. But there are still—listen
to this—there are still 10 million American chil-
dren living within just 4 miles of a toxic waste
dump. That is wrong. Our kids should be grow-
ing up next to parks, not poison, and we need
to build that bridge to the 21st century.

But nothing is more important to building
that bridge to a brighter future than what is
being done here at Morris Dailey, communities
creating a good education, young people taking
responsibility for making the most of their po-
tential. There are so many people here who
deserve our praise and our thanks throughout
this community with your community-wide lit-
eracy program, all of the things that are being
done here.

And let me say that I appreciate what Cal
Dooley said. I don’t know if you can say that
we’ve made more efforts to help our schools
and our children than ever before in history,
but I hope it’s true. I’ll say this: If we do it
for 4 more years, it will be true. We have ex-
panded Head Start, we’ve expanded the avail-
ability of college loans with the Goals 2000 pro-
gram. We’ve given schools the flexibility to pur-
sue national standards of excellence with local
grassroots reforms. We have done a lot to help
schools in California and other places try new
experiments, allowing teachers to form even new
schools, called charter schools. There are over
300 in the country, 90 of them right here in
California, and our administration has helped
to start them. Our next budget calls for 3,000
more. I believe we should let 1,000 flowers
bloom, whatever it takes to bring the families,
the parents, the community leaders in to support
the teachers and the principals and the edu-
cators, so that together we can have the kind
of village that it takes to make sure our children
have excellence in education.

We should have higher standards. Every di-
ploma should mean something. Standardized
tests don’t always work, but we can develop
those which we give and which are passed as
people are promoted, so that you know that
when you get a diploma it means something.

And I’d like to talk about just three other
things that I think we ought to do. I am so
impressed by the work being done here in lit-
eracy and by the work being done in this school.
But you should know that in our country as
a whole—partly because we have so many young
people whose first language is not English—
40 percent of our third graders still cannot read
a book on their own. One of the things that
we ought to commit ourselves to as a country
is to say by the year 2000, every 8-year-old
in America will be able to pick up an appro-
priate book and say, ‘‘I read this all by myself.’’

I have proposed sending 30,000 literacy tu-
tors, AmeriCorps volunteers, young college stu-
dents on work-study, and others to mobilize a
million citizen volunteers to show up at any
school that needs them and say, ‘‘What can we
do? We’re there; we’re trained; we’ll help.’’ We
want our children to be able to read, every
single one of them, so they can make the most
of the rest of their education.

Second thing we ought to do is to make sure
that every classroom in America, like Debbie
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Manning’s class today, is connected not just with
computers and software but connected to the
information superhighway, to the vast network
of information that opens the whole world up
potentially to every student in every classroom.

Last March the Vice President and I joined
other Californians on NetDay, connecting 4,000
schools in one day. On October 12th, Califor-
nians again will come together to connect more
schools. If in 4 years we can connect every
classroom and every library in America to the
information superhighway with adequate com-
puters, good educational software, and trained
teachers, for the first time in the entire history
of the United States, every child—from the
poorest inner-city school to the most remote
mountain rural district to the wealthiest schools
in America—every child for the first time will
have access to the same information in the same
way in the same time at the same quality. It
will revolutionize educational opportunity in
America. That’s a bridge we have to build to
the 21st century.

We have to do a better job of preparing and
supporting our teachers. For the past 2 years,
the National Commission on Teaching and
America’s Future—chaired by my friend, the
Governor of North Carolina, Jim Hunt—studied
the state of teaching in America. The Secretary
of Education, Dick Riley, today is announcing
their findings in Washington. The report makes
it clear that we should have high standards for
teachers, but that too often teachers are not
rewarded when they do a good job. If the treat-
ment is the same, if the support is the same
whether people are succeeding or not, we don’t
have the right incentives.

We have to make sure that teachers are prop-
erly prepared, that they’re supported throughout
their teaching careers, that they can count on
community support they need. We have to re-
cruit and retain good people. We have to re-
quire the right high licensing and certification
standards. We ought to find ways to identify
and reward good teachers; we should be lifting
our teachers up, not bashing them and finding
ways just to be critical. When people should
not be in the classroom, the removal should
occur fairly but quickly, with less expense than
it does today.

But the main thing is, if we had a system
that supported all teachers—not just in the best
schools with the best principals, not just in the
best school districts with the best system—if

every community had parents and teachers and
principals and community leaders working to-
gether and every community said, ‘‘High stand-
ards yes, but people can meet these high stand-
ards if we’ll get out there and support them,’’
this will be a better country and we would have
a better, better school system for all of our
children.

Today I am directing the Secretary of Edu-
cation to work with States and local school dis-
tricts to follow up on these commission rec-
ommendations. I hope that some people here
in Fresno will read this report. A lot of times,
these reports are ignored, but this is a good
one, and it’s worth reading.

What I want to do is to give every State
in this country explicit information about how
to use the Federal funds they get to achieve
the highest standards for teachers; second, to
collect information from every State about what
is working and share it with other States and
school districts; and finally, to issue reports to
let parents know how well their State, their
community is doing in promoting excellence and
demanding accountability. We have to set higher
standards for all education, including our schools
and our communities. We have to do our part,
each and every one of us, if we’re going to
have the best schools in the world.

And finally, let me say we have to make sure
that the young men and women who will be
finishing these wonderful schools we’re going
to build, every single one of them, without re-
gard to their economic circumstances and their
parents, when they need, it have the opportunity
to go to college and get a college education.

In the last 4 years, we have expanded college
scholarships for needy students. We’ve reformed
the college loan program to reduce the costs
and improve the repayment terms so that you
can never be charged more than a percentage
of your income if you’re in our direct loan pro-
gram, and no one ever need fear going to col-
lege because they don’t think they can repay
that loan. We’ve got 50,000 young people work-
ing in AmeriCorps, earning money for college
while they serve in their communities, but we
have to do more. I want to make this commit-
ment and ask you to share it with me. By the
year 2000, we ought to make at least 2 years
of education after high school, the equivalent
of a community college degree, just as universal
in 4 years as a high school diploma is today.
And we can do that.

VerDate 29-OCT-99 11:11 Nov 17, 1999 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00508 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\96PUBP~2\PAP_TEXT txed01 PsN: txed01



1555

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Sept. 12

We should have a $1,500 tax credit which
will cover the cost of community college edu-
cation, a HOPE scholarship, for every person
in this country who needs it. If we would simply
pay for this in the form of a tax credit, then
literally we could say we are making community
college education free for you if you’re respon-
sible enough to go and do a good job. It would
be one of the best investments we ever made.

For those who go on to 4-year schools or
graduate schools, I believe we should provide
a tax deduction of up to $10,000 a year for
the cost of tuition so people can afford to go
on with their education. And I propose to let
families with incomes of up to $100,000 save
more money in an IRA and withdraw from that
IRA without any penalty to pay for an education.
That will help America open the doors of college
education to all.

And I might say, every penny of that tax cut
is paid for in my balanced budget plan, dime
for dime. We’re not going to let interest rates
go up; we’re not going to let the deficit go
up; we’re not going to go back in the direction
that got us in so much trouble before. We’re

going to educate America, build America, and
lift Americans up through education, all Ameri-
cans.

Now, think of this. Think of this. If we do
all these things, we will reach our dream of
a bright future for all Americans who are willing
to work for it, an America in which every 8-
year-old will be able to read, every 12-year-
old will be able to log in on the Internet, every
18-year-old will be able to go to college, every
parent that loses a job will be able to go back
and get a better education and move up, not
down, in economic well-being. And that bridge
to the 21st century will be big enough and
strong enough for every single one of us to
walk across together. Will you help me build
that bridge? [Applause]

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:05 a.m. at the
Morris E. Dailey Elementary School. In his re-
marks, he referred to Principal Dorothy Powell,
teacher Debbie Manning, and student Shianne
Lenhof.

Memorandum on Promoting Excellence and Accountability in Teaching
September 12, 1996

Memorandum for the Secretary of Education

Subject: Promoting Excellence and
Accountability in Teaching

Every child needs—and deserves—dedicated,
outstanding teachers, who know their subject
matter, are effectively trained, and know how
to teach to high standards and to make learning
come alive for students.

In order to make sure every child has the
teachers he or she deserves, as a Nation we
must:

• Recruit and retain the most talented people
into teaching;

• Require tougher licensing and certification
standards for teachers, invest in high-quality
preparation and ongoing training to help
teachers meet these standards, and increase
dramatically the number of teachers who
meet the demanding standards set by the

National Board for Professional Teaching
Standards;

• Remove incompetent teachers quickly, fair-
ly, and at less cost than at present and
for those teachers who need such assist-
ance, try to restore their enthusiasm or
counsel them out of the profession; and

• Create systems for identifying and reward-
ing good teachers for achieving outstanding
levels of knowledge and skills, especially as
reflected in National Board Standards or
other standards of quality adopted by States
or local school districts.

I hereby direct you to assist States and local
communities in meeting these challenges by:

(1) Notifying State and local education offi-
cials within 90 days of the date of this memo-
randum of the Federal resources available to
address these challenges; and
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